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PULLORUM TESTED POULTRY FLOCKS, 1965 
PULLORUM disease has been virtually eliminated f rom breeding and hatchery poultry 
f locks in Western Australia by the annual blood-testing of all birds and the destruction 
o f reactors. 
Only 91 reactors were found in a total 
of 153,726 birds tested this year (ended 
June 30th)—an incidence of infection of 
only 0.06 per cent. 
Adult hens which seem to be perfectly 
healthy may be carriers of the pullorum 
germ and my lay a proportion of infected 
eggs. Chicks hatched from such eggs can 
spread the infection throughout the in-
cubator and cause many deaths among 
young chicks during the first few days 
after hatching. 
A rapid and simple method of blood-
testing has been evolved to aid in the 
detection of carriers. Until 1954 most 
leading hatcherymen voluntarily submit-
ted their flocks to this test; this led to 
a marked reduction in the incidence of 
the disease. 
Early in 1955, an amendment to the 
Stock Diseases Act made blood-testing 
compulsory for all commercial breeding 
and hatchery flocks. It was required that 
the incidence of infection determined by 
TABLE 1 
Year 
Birds 
tested, 
including 
retests 
Reactors Per-centage 
Cases of 
Pullorum 
diagnosed 
at 
Laboratory 
1948 
19-49 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 
I960 
1961 
1962 
1963 
1964 
1965 
51,953 
49,901 
66,062 
81,216 
100,000 
108,452 
118,776 
119,304 
128,401 
135,990 
121,222 
122,369 
129,336 
130,867 
150.800 
170,474 
174,891 
153,726 
2,821 
2,839 
3,956 
2,737 
2,535 
1,474 
922 
418 
1,042 
305 
215 
226 
244 
189 
197 
222 
224 
91 
5-43 
5-65 
5-95 
3-37 
2-53 
1-36 
0-77 
0-35 
0 81 
0-22 
0-18 
0-18 
0-19 
0-14 
013 
013 
0-13 
0-06 
51 
62 
34 
23 
6 
2 
the last test before the start of hatching 
must be less than two per cent. 
Details of the tests from 1948 to 1965 
are given in Table 1. 
Tested Flocks 
This year's test showed an average 
reaction of only 0.06 per cent., which is 
the lowest incidence recorded since the 
inception of the Departmental testing 
scheme. 
Only 91 reactors were found in 153,726 
birds tested and 28 of the 40 flocks tested 
were free of reactors at the first test. Two 
flocks were partly retested as odd pens 
had a reaction of more than two per cent, 
on the first test. 
It is interesting to note that there were 
21,165 less birds tested in 1965 than in 
1964. 
TABLE 2 
BREEDING STOCK—Females and Males 
(A) Estimate for Egg Type Chickens. 
1964-65 1963-64 
(1) Australorp 72,586 (80,072) 
(2) White Leghorn 12,951 (16,983) 
(3) New Hampshires 942 ( 1,672) 
<4) Rhode Island Red 2,615 ( 3,156) 
<5) W.L. x Aust. Cross-
breds .... 2,621 ( 6,008> 
• 6) Various Breeds 235 ( 197) 
91,950 (108,088) 
»B> Estimate for Meat Type Chickens. 
<l> Meat Breeds 
«2) W . L . x A u s t . C ross -
breds 
<3> Australorp .... 
(4) Light Sussex 
<5) Various Breeds 
<C) Turkeys 
UNMATED STOCK 
W.L. x Aust. Cross-
breds 
49.463 (50,175) 
3,206 ( 2,579) 
2.000 ( 2,409) 
1,511 ( 92) 
1,284 ( 643) 
57.464 (55,898) 
187 ( 130) 
4,125 (10,905) 
Grand Total 153,726 (174,891) 
559 
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It is estimated that about 57,000 of the 
birds tested were raised solely for the pro-
duction of poultry meat. The estimated 
corresponding figure for last year was 
56,000 birds. 
The type of stock tested and subse-
quently mated to produce either egg-type 
or meat-type chickens is shown in Table 
2, with corresponding figures for last year 
shown in brackets. 
Until June, 1962 all breeding stock was 
tested between January and June each 
year. Since then, with the introduction 
of special meat-type chickens and all year 
round hatching, blood testing is now done 
throughout the year. 
All chicks sold in Western Australia 
must be hatched from eggs derived from 
pullorum tested stock. 
The breeds of poultry in the various 
flocks that were tested during the year 
ended June 30, 1965, are listed in Table 3 
and are identified by these abbreviations:— 
Australorp, A; White Leghorn. WL: 
W.L. x Aust. Crossbreds, FX; Rhode Island 
Red, RIR; Light Sussex, LS; New Hamp-
shire, NH; Various Breeds, VB; Meat 
Breeds, M; Langshan, L. 
TABLE 3.—PULLORUM TEST RESULTS—YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1965 
Name and Address 
Angel, L. T., M t Helena 
Bell, N. A., Abemethy Rd., Cloverdale 
Braham, F., Cameron St., Canning Vale 
Chalmers, F. E., Acanthus Rd., Riverton 
Collins, H., Berkshire Rd., Forrestfield 
Conlon, T., Troy St., Bassendean 
Cook, W . A., Welshpool Rd., Welshpool 
Dabelstein, E. T., Ypres Rd., Kelmscott 
Davies & Kendall, Mundijong 
Davey, A. G., Mundijong 
A. E. & 1. Davey, l l t h Rd., Armadale 
Diamond Farm, Wanneroo Rd., Wanneroo 
Fawkes, M. & Son, Wyatt Rd., Bayswater 
Fenton, R., Jandakot 
Gilmour, D. & M., Balfour St., Gosnells 
Gorezyorie, S., Belmont Avenue, Belmont 
Hakesley, J. H. t Gordon St.. Morley Park 
Hawkins, E. W . J., Alcock St., Maddington 
Hampton, A. & K., Scott St., Belmont 
Hedges, J. G., 71 President St., Kewdale 
Heggie, L , Wanneroo Rd., Wanneroo 
Hickson, R. H., Amherst Rd., Swan View 
Hopson, Jandakot 
Hoult, D. G., Kalamunda Rd., Maida Vale 
Hunter Bros., Oats St., Kewdale 
Miles, R., Wanneroo Rd., Wanneroo 
Mulvra Hatchery, Frederick St., Belmont 
Muresk Agricultural College, Muresk 
Oughton, A. W . , Maida Vale Rd., Forrestfield 
Pitman, K. G., Caversham 
Porter, S. L , Narrogin 
Reid, J. G., Widgee Rd., Morley Park 
Royaards, W . , Wanneroo Rd., Wanneroo 
Scudds, J., Fitzgerald St., Beechboro 
Singleton, E., Jandakot 
Spackman, R. J., Keymer St., Belmont 
Warr , A. S., Maida Vale 
Wear. R., Forrestfield 
Webb, A. S., Maida Vale 
Yates, A., Fulham St., Cloverdale 
Breeds 
A, W L 
A, W L , RIR, M 
M 
A, W L , RIR, FX 
A, LS, N H , W L 
A, W L 
A, W L , FX 
A, W L , RIR. FX 
RIR, A 
FX, M 
A, W L , M 
M 
A, W L , FX 
A, W L 
A, W L , FX 
M 
W L 
A, W L , FX 
A. W L , M, LS, VB 
A, W L 
A, W L 
A, W L , FX 
Turkeys 
M 
A, W L 
A, W L , M 
A, W L 
A, W L , Turkeys 
A, W L 
A, W L , M 
A, W L , M 
A, W L , RIR, VB, M ... 
A, W L 
A, W L , FX 
A, W L , FX 
VB 
A, W L , FX 
A, W L . RIR, FX 
RIR 
A, W L , M 
Total 
Total 
Birds 
Tested 
3,553 
18,655 
3,270 
2,590 
3,495 
2,026 
2,353 
1,821 
308 
2,172 
3.261 
24,794 
6,080 
2,569 
946 
1.021 
1,499 
2,552 
26,761 
998 
3,127 
4,564 
99 
5,902 
672 
7,505 
1,084 
136 
466 
1,106 
5,338 
3,649 
1,646 
3,262 
1,339 
79 
584 
353 
94 
1,997 
153,726 
No. 
Reactors 
51 
4 
2 
2 
9 
5 
3 
1 
.... 
7 
2 
4 
.... 
91 
Percentage 
of 
Reactors 
0-27 
on 
0 09 
0 09 
0 28 
0-8 
0 1 2 
0 003 
1 0 
0 1 2 
0 03 
0 0 7 
0 06 
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CONTROL ORCHARD 
INSECT PESTS 
without harming useful insects 
with 
THIODAN 
INSECTICIDE SPRAY 
Effective against THRIPS, DIMPLE BUG, APHIS, WOOLLY 
APHID, PEAR SLUG and other pests 
Spray Thiodan on fruit trees at blossom time to 
provide excellent control of chewing and sucking 
insects with a minimum effect on predators and 
pollinators. Easy to mix and apply. Can be used 
with high or low volume spray equipment. Spreads 
well and leaves no visible residue. 
IN 1 OZ. AND 4 OZ. BOTTLES, 1 PINT 
AND 1 GALLON TINS 
Distributed by 
HENRY H. YORK & CO. PTY. LTD. 
SYDNEY • MELBOURNE • BRISBANE • ADELAIDE • PERTH 
Registered Trademark of Farbwerke Hoechst AC, West Germany. 
0*31 
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WA PRODUCE & 
HARDWARE CO. 
METRO MARKETS - LEEDERVILLE - MIDLAND 
SPECIALISE IN . . . 
NITROGENOUS FERTILIZERS 
INCREASE THE PRODUCTION OF ALL YOUR 
CROPS WITH ANY OF THE FOLLOWING: 
UREA 
NITROPHOSKA and RUSTICA 
C.A.N. 
NITRATE OF SODA 
AMMONIUM SULPHATE 
SPECIAL QUOTES FOR LARGER QUANTITIES 
W.A. PRODUCE & 
HARDWARE CO. 
42 TOWER STREET, LEEDERVILLE - Phone 28 4358 
Picas* mention the "Journal of Agriculture o» W.A.." wh«n writing to advertisers 
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